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THE DISCIPLES IN A STORM, 
WITH CHRIST IN THE SHIP.~-MATTHEW, Vili. 25 to 27. 
Addressed to a Backslidden Church. 


The more we see of Christ, the more we are constrained to 
admire him—the more we find to evince, in his personal cha- 
racter, the greatness and majesty of the Most High God, and es- 
tablish our faith in him, as the Saviour of the world. Every 
fresh miracle discovers to us more of his unbounded power and 
grace. The disciples had often been struck with wonder in see- 
ing the miracles wrought by him—for they were frequent, nu- 
merous, and daily repeated; and, doubtless, many more than 
what are recorded in the Gospels. ‘The fame of his miracles 
was widely spread. In whatever place he entered, they imme- 
diately flocked to him with their sick and diseased, and he heal- 
ed all that applied. But in the miracle of stilling the tempest, 
the disciples were personally interested, and of course more sen- 
sibly affected. It was a miracle wrought in their favour, by 
which they were instantly rescued from the jaws of death. So 
violent was the storm, that the “ship was covered with the 
waves.” They had no other than the immediate prospect of 
sinking into a watery grave. All their exertions to weather the 
storm, and to save their lives, or the ship, were unavailing. All 
help failed, and hope was expiring. This appears by their cry of 
distress. In their extremity, as their last resort, they applied to 
Jesus. The man was asleep—but the Watchman of Israel never 
siambers. ‘His disciples came to him and awoke him, saying, 
Lord, save us ; we perish.” He first reproved thém for their want 
of faith ; and surely it was cfiminal in them, even in this awful 
emergency, after all their knowledge of Christ, and he being ac- 
tually with them in the ship, to have given way to such frightful 
apprehensions. They ought to have felt perfectly calm and se- 
cure, confiding in his power and grace for protection and pre- 
servation, This, however, was not the case with them, and the 
Occasion was made the means both of reproving their unbelief, 


and of strengthening and establishing their faith. They had wit- 
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nessed his miracles of healing—had seen him, by a word, restore 
sight to the blind, and hearing to the deaf, and multiply a few 
loaves and small fishes into a feast for five thousand. But now 
his divine power was exerted in their behalf, in a miracle of 
mercy, the most impressive and convincing; and they were 
stimulated by it to the most exalted conceptions of his august 
character. For this it was peculiarly calculated. It was as bright 
a display of the power of God as the creation of the world. It 
p08 pr him to their view, in the clearest light, as the great 

ord of Providence—the Supreme Author, and Sovereign Con- 
troller of the laws of nature. Moses opened the sea by his won- 
der-working rod—Elijah made a path through Jordan by his 
mantle; both, however, wrought their miracles in dependence 
on divine power: but Jesus performed this miracle by his own 
power. He rebuked the winds and the sea. He spake with the 
authority of a God—Peace, be still; and there was a great calm. 
No wonder that the disciples were deeply affected. Their joy 
was too great at once to be realized, and their minds filled with 
inexpressible astonishment. No wonder that they cried out— 
‘‘What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea 
obey him !” 

Carefully notice, my brethren, the circumstances of the scene ; 
for they all have a spiritual application, and are full of impor- 
tant, practical instruction. The wisdom and power of Divine 
Providence were concerned in every leading and attending in- 
cident, as well as in the grand result. It was designed not merely 
for the benefit of the disciples immediately concerned, but for 
the instruction of the church and people of God, to the end of the 
world. 

The disciples in crossing the lake were overtaken by a storm. 
Behold ! there arose a great tempest in the sea.” They were in 
immediate danger of being overwhelmed and sunk, for “ the ship 
was covered with the waves,” and death sat threatening upon 
every surrounding billow. Jesus was in the ship, and he was 
asleep. In their strait they awoke him, and called upon their 
Lord for help. They were not like Jonah, “fleeing from the 
presence of the Lord,” and acting in disobedience to his com- 


’ ‘mand. They had put to sea by the direction of Christ, yet were 


not exempted from the dangers incident to navigation. Christ 
was with them in the ship, and submitted to be thus tossed by the 
winds and waves. By this he hath taught us what his church 
must expect in this tempestuous world. What he said to his im- 
mediate disciples, is spoken to his people in every after-age— 
*‘ Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the world—in 
the world ye shall have tribulation.” His disciples having exert- 
ed themselves in vain, applied to him as their last refuge—their 
only hope—Lord, save us; we perish. In this they afford us a 
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good example under our distresses. After every exertion which 
we can make in our own strength, we must seek to him, by 
earnest supplication, and trust in him alone for deliverance. 
Look again at the little ship’s crew of disciples. Perplexed 
by fear, and agitated by impatience, they addressed him in 
rather a querulous expostulation. According to Mark’s account, 
their language was—“ Master, carest thou not, that we perish ?” 
Alas! for feeble human nature! How weak is faith! ae im- 
perfect the graces of Christians! Under the pressure of heavy 
afflictions, how apt are we, with our supplications, to mingle 
complaints against God ? And when in heaviness, through mani- 
fold temptations, to forget that tribulation is designed to work 
patience, and patience experience, and experience hope; and 
that the trial of our faith is much more precious than that of 
gold! All our fears, and dangers, and distresses, my brethren, 
arise from the weakness of faith; from our want of trust in 
Christ. It is strange, indeed, that it should be so with Chris- 
tians, who are taught of God ; acquainted with Jesus, his power 
and grace ; and who can recollect, when, in the tempest of im- 
penitent conviction, the heavens were darkened with threat- 
enings; the thunders of Sinai roared around them ; billows of 


_ wrath dashed over their trembling souls, and their frail bark was 


sinking in the ocean of eternal death. Jesus heard their cries ; 
awoke for their deliverance, and changed the storm into a calm. 
What humbling inconsistencies mark the Christian character ! 
What a strange mixture of light and darkness, hope and fear, 
faith and unbelief, which alternately predominate and govern! 
Though they know that Christ is the author and finisher of faith ; 
the captain of salvation, and their only helper; yet, alas! when 
falling into trouble, they will, in spite of all past experience, 
first try their own strength and resources, and must be driven to 
Christ, by the extremity of distress, before they will look to him 
alone for deliverance, and cry with the sinking disciples—‘* Lord 
save us; we perish.” 

For the trial of their faith, Christ had appeared inattentive, 
and indifferent to their state; so much so, that he was even 
asleep. He designed that they should feel their dependence, 
and be brought to trust in him alone. No sooner was this ef- 
fected, than he was ready, at their call. He arose, rebuked the 
winds and the waves, and there was a great and immediate calm. 
Christ is a present helper in trouble. The prayer of faith is al- 
ways heard. Had he seen fit, he could have prevented the 
storm. This sea-tempest.was no contingency, which he neither 
directed, nor foresaw. No, He ordered it; He was the Master 
of the storm. The winds blew as well as ceased at his command. 
All means are in his hand, and are as certain and necessary 2s 
their ends. His great design was accomplished. But for the 
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storm, the disciples would not have discovered their weakness, 
nor seen this marvellous display of their Master’s power. A 
great good was effected; important instruction given, not only 
to that little ship’s crew of disciples, who owed their lives to his 
racious interposition, but to the whole church and kingdom of 
the Redeemer: to us, my brethren, in all the storms and tem- 
pests which we meet in sailing the boisterous ocean of mortal 
life. It is for the same gracious ends, that he orders your trou- 
bles; and troubles you have, more appalling than those of the 
disciples; surpassing, in danger, the horrors of a storm at sea, 
Unless you are ok asleep, or are still vainly trusting in an 
arm of flesh, you must feel your helpless and dangerous situation 
as the disciples did, and with the same earnest supplication to 
Jesus, cry, Lord save us; we dpe To this temper and feel- 
ing you must be brought, before your calamities and distresses 
will be removed ; the storm subside ; the waves be smoothed ; 
. the clouds dispelled, and the sunshine of peace and prosperity 
restored. The path which you have so long trodden, you must 
retrace. You have wandered from your guide and protector, 
and you must return to him. No wonder that a storm has over- 
taken you; that you are tempest-tossed, and covered with the 
waves. It is a greater wonder that you are not already beyond 
all help or hope ; effectually wrecked, and sunk, never to rise. 
You have forsaken your Redeemer, and deserted his cause, You 
have been following the world, and sacrificing at the shrine of 
Mammon. Duties are neglected. Discipline is dead. Prayer- 
less stupidity prevails. Love is waxen cold, and in the chills of 
death. The sword of the spirit, if not dropped from your 
hands, is sheathed ; the shield of faith is laid aside; the anchor 
of hope, coiled and rusting in the hold ; and you are tossing upon 
the ocean, at the mercy of the winds and the waves, without pilot 
or chart. If your dangers are seen, must they not be felt? Can 
you sleep in such a storm? The alarming call of the mariners to 
Jonah will apply—‘f What meanest thou, O! sleeper ; arise, call 
upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we 
perish not.” Have you not tried your own strength long enough, 
while the clouds have been constantly thickening and blacken- 
ing, and the storm becoming more and more imminent and awful ? 
hat is to be done? Will you obstinately pursue the same dan- 
gerous and desperate course, till you founder and perish upon 
the rocks which surround you? Will you still cling to the forlorn 
hope of your own wisdom and strength, and continue to cry, 
peace, while inevitable destruction awaits you? Desolation stares 
you in the face, and unless repentance and reformation prevent, 
your candlestick will be removed out of its place. Ob! if you 
feel for the cause of Zion; if you have a spark of love to the 
dear Redeemer; any concern for the honour and interest of his 
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church ; any tender commiseration for poor perishing sinners, 
hardening in impenitence, and stumbling over you into perdi- 
tion, your hearts must bleed with anguish. Oh! if you realized 
your danger ; if you felt your weakness, your perishing need of 
help from Christ, as sensibly as the ship-wrecking disciples did, 
you could neither sleep, nor be silent, nor inactive ; much less, 
unprayerful. You would call upon him, in the same importunate 
manner, Lord save us; we perish. This, my brethren, you must 
do, ere your light will rise, or your 0 come. Now think well 
on the awful alternative before you, and come to a solemn stand. 
If you would be Christ’s disciples, you must deny yourselves, 
take up the cross and follow him. This you must do, or forfeit 
the character, and resign your pretensions with your hopes. A 
truce then to the dreams of sloth, and to all the selfish, teazing 
claims of flesh and blood. Parley no more with the enemy. 
Tamper no longer with death. Awake; arise to action. Come 
out ie the world. Call upon God. Remove the stumbling- 
blocks. Purge the camp. Lay down every selfish trust, and 
look to Christ alone for deliverance. 

Courage, then, dear brethren ; your danger, though great, is 
not desperate. Though heavy the distresses of your backslidden 
state, you have, blessed be God, this consolation left, you are 
not forbidden, but commanded to hope. Do not then sink in 
sluggish despondence. Do not give up the precious cause of 
Christ, without a struggle and without a prayer. This would 
be the crowning climax of unbelief; ensuring apostacy, and 
shipwreck of faith. Christ is Lord of the vessel in which you 
are embarked. He is in the ship; and He is the Master of the 
storm. He hath ordered it for the trial of your faith. He hath 
indeed long appeared like one asleep, by his not interposing for 
your deliverance, but permitting you to wander in your selfish 
courses, and learn, by experience, what unbelief denies, that it is 
an evil and a bitter thing to depart from the Lord, Duty is 

lain ; it is imperious ; it is indispensable, and admits of no delay. 
The conduct and success of the disciples is both your example 
and encouragement. ‘They went to Jesus, and cried, Lord save 
us. He did not wait for a second call; but immediately arose 
from his pillow, and with authority, rebuked the storm. Instantly 
the boisterous winds were hushed, and the roaring billows silen- 
ced. And such is the effect which his word produces on the 
tempest-tossed soul. Terrors that appalled the conscience are 
dissipated as a cloud. Witness the affrighted jailor, trembling 
in utter dismay ; and witness the many thousands who have 
found deliverance and salvation in Christ. Temptations that 
agitated the frame, are disarmed of their power: and afflictions 
that overwhelmed the soul, are often made to yield the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness. 
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Go, then, dear brethren, to Jesus. He knows all your distress- 
es, and He is waiting for your requests. Go to him, not with 
the language of impatience and complaint, but with the humble 
prayer of faith, Lord save us—we perish ; and He will immediately 
arise for your relief, and cause you to exclaim, with joyful won- 
der and surprise, “ Lo, this is our God ; we have waited for Him, 
and He will save us; we will be glad and rejoice in his sal- 
vation.” 


For the Christian Herald. 


ADVICE TO THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS. 


At a time when many young men are preparing to enter on the 
sacred functions of the gospel ministry, any hints which may aid them 
in a due preparation for the faithful discharge of their holy calling, 
cannot be unacceptable. Under this impression, we cheerfully com- 
ply with the request of a divinity student, and insert the following 
letter, written nearly one hundred years ago by Edward Goddard to 
his son. We are not informed of the place where Mr. Goddard re- 
sided, except that it was somewhere in New-England, nor do we re- 
member to have seen his letter in print. It contains valuable instruc- 
tion, and timely cautions, to which we would invite the attention of 
this class of students, and would even venture to recommend it to the 
consideration of those who are already set as watchmen on the walls 
of Zion. Our correspondent assures us that it is a faithful copy, made 
from the original letter in the possession of Mr. G.’s descendants, 
and as such we present it to our readers. 


EDWARD GODDARD'S LETTER TO HIS SON, DATED FEB. 16, 1733. 


Dear Son,—I remember that you told me some time ago that 
it was your desire to be a minister, and that you desired it not 
for the sake of any worldly advantages. You are now, as I sup- 
pose bending your study that way; and I hope it may please 
God to keep it for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of 
your heart to make His glory and the good of souls your prin- 
cipal and main scope and aim, if He shall call you into that em- 
ployment. 1 would not write to discourage you from that work, 
yet I am persuaded it is a work attended with as great or great- 
er temptations than any secular employment whatsoever; that 
those who engage in it h 
especially in such a dark and declining day and age as this al- 
ready is, and-seems more and more likely to be. The calling, in- 
deed, is honourable; but men are apt to mistake as to the na- 
ture of that honour which belongs to it. Its honour consists not 
in worldly pomp and grandeur; but as the life of a believer is 
a hidden life, a life hid with Christ in God, so the honour of a 
true Gospel minister is a sort of hidden honour. The beauty 
and lustre of it lies in humility, mortification, self-denial, heaven- 


ad need be very watchful and prayerful, 
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ly-mindedness, universal love and charity to all mankind, a wil- 
lingness to spend and be spent for the love of Christ and of souls : 
in short, it is such an honour, as that there are no principles in 
nature inclining a man to seek after it. 

Every good minister is in these respects glorious, but is like 
the king’s daughter, glorious within. But ministers, as well as 
others, are apt to mistake, and to court that glory which is not 
glory; and to be led away with the glittering vanities of exter- 
nal pomp and grandeur ; and, indeed, I think that both sacred 
and profane history afford more instances of the swelling pride 
and ambition of clergymen than of all other orders of men in the 
world; and they seem to be in as great or greater hazard of fall- 
ing into such vices than other men, not only because they 
have a like corrupt, depraved nature with the rest of mankind, 
but because they are, on several accounts, more peculiarly ex- 
posed than others ; as, 

Ist. From their education, which naturally begets a notion in 
them in their youth of a superiority above others, and as their 
learning furnishes them with more knowledge than others, so it 
naturally inclines them to a high esteem of themselves ; for know- 
ledge puffeth up ; pride, ambition, and vain glory, are the natural 
product of it, so far as it is unsanctified. Now, in some it is 
wholly unsanctified, and in the best it is sanctified but in part. I 
would not here be understood as undervaluing learning, or the 
knowledge that is acquired thereby, but only as cautioning against 
the dangers which attend it. 

2dly. Ministers may be more exposed than others, partly from 
the just regard that wise and good men show to their persons 
and offices, honouring them for their works’ sake; and partly 
from that aptitude there is in the minds of the generality, to pay 
a sort of superstitious veneration to their opinions and dictates. 
Though this may seem a parodox, in as much as good ministers 
are in an especial manner objects of the rage and malice of devils 
and wicked men; and in all ages of the Christian church have 
been most peculiarly exposed to reproaches and persecutions of 
every kind, and have always had reason to complain that few be- 
lieve their report, and that the Word of the Lord is to them asa 
reproach, yet that multitudes who are desirous to retain some- 
thing of a form of gedliness, but deny the power thereof, have 
had such a superstitious regard to ministers, is evident not only 
from the principles of the Romish Church, but of all such pro- 
fessed protestants who take up religion upon trust, and pin their 
faith upon the minister’s sleeve, never searching the Scriptures 
at all (or at least not with an unprejudiced mind) to find whe- 
ther what is delivered to them as truth be really so or no. 

From such as these a minister may obtain a very great and 
general applause ; and these being, as we may rationally suppose, 
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the far greater part, and many of them of sober conversation, it 
is easy to conceive the tendency hereof to puff him up with a 
high conceit of his own worth and abilities, if he either has no 
grace, or has it not in exercise. 

3dly. Ministers may be more exposed than others, from the 
subtlety and malice of Satan. A minister having, from the force 
of natural conscience, a wonderful ascendency over the affec- 
tions and passions of men, the devil has craft enough to discover 
it, and malice enough to improve it. He very well knows that if 
he can corrupt the minister, and take him in his snares, he shall 
catch great numbers of his people with him, and therefore will 
make his prime efforts against him. And whereas pride is the 
source and fountain from whence an inward contempt of, and dis- 
relish for the simplicity of gospel truths and ways proceed, Satan 
will use his utmost endeavour to fill the mind of the minister with 
high imaginations and proud thoughts, exalting themselves against 
the knowledge of God. And if he can instil corrupt principles 
and doctrines into his mind, and prompt him to spread the same 
among his people ; if he can prevail upon him to insist, in his 
preaching only, or chiefly on such subjects as relate to the ex- 
ternal conversation, and a civil, sober behaviour among men, and 
to say little or nothing of the miserable state of man by nature, 
the necessity of regeneration, and of a perfect and complete 
righteousness, every way adequate to the law and justice of God ; 
the utter insufficiency of our own, and the perfect sufficiency of 
Christ’s righteousness, and the way and means of obtaining an in- 
terest therein, the methods of the Spirit in producing and form- 
ing the new creature, together with his illuminating and sancti- 
fying operations, whereby a progressive work of sanctification is 
promoted and carried on ; and if he can be further prevailed upon 
to be somewhat loose and licentious in his speech and behaviour, 
eager and greedy after the world, and more solicitous about his 
salary than about the success of his ministry; absolute and lord- 
B (yet lax and partial) in the exercise of the discipline, which 

hrist has appointed, in his church ; Satan knows that the in- 
terest of Christ will never thrive under his ministry, but that se- 
rious godliness and the life of religion is likely to be quickly lost 
among the people ; and by how much the more the glory of God 
and the spiritual good of a people is concerned in the faithful 
discharge of a minister’s duty among them, by so much the more 
will the art and subtlety of Satan be employed to seduce him in- 
to corrupt principles and practices; and the highest degrees of 
human parts and learning are, in themselves, but a pitiful defence 
against his wiles. 

Athly. A minister may be more exposed than others, in that 
he is less liable to reproofs and instruction than others, more able 
to screen and shelter himself, and more likely to be screened and 
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even countenanced in an evil matter, by others, than men of other 
callings. Their calling is high and honourable, their intellectual 
endowments are often superior to all about them who have the 
greatest opportunities to observe them; their superior parts and 
learning, as it furnishes them with shifts and evasions, so together 
with the sacredness of their office, will partly dazzle and partly 
frighten the minds of the unlearned, so that they hardly durst be- 
lieve themselves, even though they know the ministers guilty of 
an ill thing, or at least they will conclude that it is not for such 
weak and illiterate creatures as they to judge of his actions, much 
less to reprove him. If he is loose and generally flat and formal 
in his preaching and other public performances, good men, of 
tender consciences, will be more apt to lay the blame upon them- 
selves, and the badness of their own hearts, than his performances, 
that they are no more warmed and affected, awakened and quick- 
ened, by his ministry; and careless hearers will be sure to like 
him never the worse. Jt is custom and fashion, or something in 
natural conscience, (which yet has no relish for the spirituality of 
worship,) that brings them to meeting. So he is out of danger 
of any dislike or reproof from them. 

5thly. A minister may on some accounts be more exposed 
than others, even from the nature of his work; though it may 
seem strange that a man should be in more hazard on spiritual 
accounts, by being conversant with spiritual things, than those 
whose callings and business lie in secular affairs; yet doubtless 
there are snares more peculiar to the minister’s calling than others. 
As nothing tends more to the prejudice of the Christian life than 
spiritual pride, so nothing can tend more imperceptibly and yet 
effectually to beget and increase it than a customary performance 
of spiritual duties with zeal and fervency, if that zeal and fervor 
be not kindled with a coal from God’s altar. Now I suppose it 
is unquestionable that there may be a great deal of delight and 
pleasure in studying and penetrating into the truths of the word 
of God, and a great deal of zeal and fervor in delivering, press- 
ing, and urging them upon an auditory, which may arise from 
natural causes, and common assistances of the Spirit, gendering 
spiritual pride and heart-hypocrisy ; much of this, | am per- 
suaded, truly godly and gracious ministers find and bewail, and 
in others it nourishes carnal confidence and security. 

There are some other considerations which to me seem to dis- 
courage an entrance into the work of the ministry, from the 
present aspect of affairs with respect to religion in our land. 
There are, and I suppose ever have been, certain periods wherein 
religion eminently gains ground, and there is a plentiful effusion 
of the spirit of grace upon a people. Such a time New-Eng- 
land has had, but as the cold winter succeeds the pleasant sum- 
mer, and the dark night succeeds the lightsome day, in like 
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constant revolutions does atime of apostacy succeed. such a 
happy time of reformation. And whatever apprehension others 
may have, I can think no other but that we in this country are 
a sad instance of it, and under doleful symptoms of the progress 
thereof among all ranks and orders, and our general insensibility 
of it, 1 take to be one of the darkest symptoms of all. If the 
apostacy prevails, you may probably live to see the time that 
nothing will expose a man more to the rage and malice of men 


(even of those that yet will wear the name of Christians, and © 


perhaps be generally esteemed eminent for religion) than serious 
practical godliness; and then a minister who will not fall in with 
the apostacy, will more particularly be exposed to scorn, con- 
tempt, and reproach, if not still more grievous sufferings, and 
will be like to have very few of his own profession to keep him 
company. I remember that Dr. Increase Mather, in some book 
of his, writes something to this effect, that an apostacy from the 
principal doctrines of the gospel would quickly follow an apos- 
tacy from the order of the gospel respecting church discipline. 
If so, we have a specimen of what may ensue from the neglect 
and contempt put upon the platform agreed on by the Synod in 
our primitive times. 

I don’t write these things with design to divert your thoughts 
from the work of the ministry, but to caution you against any 
expectation of a flesh-pleasing life, if you engage in it, and 
would be faithful in the discharge of it. If after you have 
counted the cost, you resolve upon the work of the ministry, 
and have a call to it, my advice is—to aim more at settling among 
a people that are virtuous and religious, though poor, than among 
a rich people, if vicious. Let a prospect of doing good bear a 
greater sway than a fine settlement, or a large salary. Resolve 
to live poorly, rather than make the work of the ministry look 
like a mercenary business. Avoid sinful compliances with any, 
but express courteous Christian condescension to all. Comfort 
the feeble-minded, support the weak, have a tender and compas- 
sionate regard to the poor of the flock. Let none that fear God, 
how poor or how weak soever they may be, want a share in 
your complacential love. Strengthen the discipline of the 
Church, by preserving, if you can, the election of a suitable 
number of pious, prudent men, for ruling elders. I know there 
are many who deny that office, either think, or pretend to think, 
there is no scripture warrant for it. But I wonder how they find a 
warrant for one man to undertake the whole of the ministry, ruling, 
teaching, exhorting, publicly and privately, visiting, catechising, 
inspecting the circumstances of the flock, &c. which are parts of 
the gospel ministry, and can never be performed as they ought 
by one man; therefore, the Apostles, in settling the gospel mi- 
nisters in the primitive churches, ordained elders in every church, 
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and there seems no necessity that all of them should have the 
qualifications of public teachers, for that much of this ministerial 
work may be as well performed by prudent, discreet, and expe- 
rienced men, who have not the tongues and arts, [sciences,] as 
by them who have them. And I think a prudent minister would 
refuse to take so great a work upon himself, until he could find 
not only an allowance for it in Scripture, but also a positive 
precept, obliging him to it; so that if I should live to see you 
have a call to any place, I think I should rather advise you not 
to settle at all, than to settle in a place where there was no 
prospect of obtaining the assistance of such elders.* 

Having enlarged enough for a letter, I conclude with earnest 
desires of the Divine conduct in all your affairs, and your prayers 
for me. Your affectionate father, 


Mr. David Goddard. Epwarp Gopparp. 
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ON THE DISMISSION OF MINISTERS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Sin,—About eighteen months have elapsed since a report of 
the General Association of Connecticut was published in the 
religious newspapers and magazines, and, if I remember right, 
in the Christian Herald also, in which the following observations 
were made :—“ Upon the ministry of the Gospel in the state, 
we look not without melancholy reflections, nor without anxiety. 
The company of those who proclaim the gospel is somewhat 
diminished.—T bree have slept in death.— This is the monitery 
work of God, to whose rebuke we silently submit. But the in- 
road upon our fraternity which fills us with most concern for the 
welfare of Zion, is the unprecedented number of our dismissions, 
which has occurred within the last six months. We can only 
hope in God, that these distressing events are not the result of 
causes which are still to multiply similar calamities and fears. 
He can confirm our standing: He can repair our breaches.” 

From the sentences which I have quoted, the deduction is 
fairly made, that the General Association, when “ looking on 
the ministry of the gospel in the state,” were filled “ with me- 
lancholy reflections,” and some degree of “ anxiety.” That the 
inroad made by death, as it is “ the monitory work of God,” 


“We are aware of the differences which prevail respecting church discipline, 
but have chosen to retain this part of Mr. G.’s letter, in order to preserve it entire. 
Whether the eldership be adopted or not, every clergyman may be greatly aided 
in his arduous duties, by uniting with his own, the efforts of pious, discreet, and ex- 
perienced laymen. Such an agency has the authority of the Scriptures, and no mi- 
nister should reject it as useless. 
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they submit to silently. But what “ fills them with most con- 
cern for the welfare of Zion, is the unprecedented number of dis- 
missions which has occurred within the last six months.” ‘These 
are “distressing events,” and they place their “ only hope in 
God,” that “ he will repair the breaches.” It appears, then, that 
the “ welfare of Zion” is hazarded when a minister is dismissed, 
and good people are “ filled with melancholy reflections,” when 
so distressing an event occurs. In other words, that the dismis- 
sion of a minister is a frown of Providence. This proposition I 
will endeavour to examine dispassionately, with a view of elicit- 
ing truth, and hope the remarks that are made will not be mis- 
construed or perverted. 

When the report of the General Association appeared before 
the public, the first thought which occurred to me was, although 
this body is very respectable, and one whom I have always ve- 
nerated, yet is not the judgment they have pronounced prema- 
ture? It is true, that five or six ministers have been dismissed, 
but who can tell whether it is a proof of anger or of love in the 
Governor of the world, until the results which may grow out of 
these events may be known? Is it not better to wait and exa- 
mine these results, than to undertake to prophecy what they will 
be? Ihave waited more than a year since the passages quoted 
were written, and [ think that now I can make up an opinion 
understandingly, and with impartiality. If asked the question, 
I should say, that in several of the cases the dismissions have 
been a blessing, at least to the people. A statement of a few 
prominent facts relative to these cases will be given, before the 
subject is relinquished. 

Whether the dealings of Providence with individuals, or with 
a community, are frowns or smiles, can only be known by a dili- 
gent examination of facts. Some events which have come within 
my own observation, relative to the dismission of ministers, 
having a tendency to elucidate this subject, I propose to enume- 
rate, and in doing so, | would make the statements in such gene- 
ral terms, and with such obscure references, as not to designate 
individuals; for my object is not to wound the feelings of any 
one, but to gather light by examining the aspect and consequences 
of events which take place under the government of Him who 
sees the end from the beginning. Some years since, I knew a 
minister who had resided from sixteen to twenty years in a town, 
where he had officiated as the pastor of a church and congrega- 
tion. His labours bad been of a formal character, perfectly re- 
gular in going through the routine of duties which are customary 
on the Sabbath, holding public worship twice every Lord’s day, 
visiting the sick whenever applied to, and attending, with be- 
coming gravity and solemnity, the last remains of his flock, when 
consigned to the dark and narrow house. Although attentive 
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and punctual in performing the common duties of his office, yet 
he was the instrument of making very few converts from the 
empire of Satan; he was far from being a successful preacher, 
and the ranks of the church, under his labours, were thin and 
lean. He became unwell, and for a time incapacitated from per- 
forming the ordinary services of the sanctuary, and after a year 
or two was finally dismissed. In this instance, if the proposition 
I am examining is true, here was a frown of Providence, and no- 
thing but blasting and mildew could be expected to visit the 
people, and the General Association must have reported it as a 
case which “ filled them with concern for the welfare of Zion,” 
and “with melancholy reflections which were distressing” to 
them.’ But stop a moment, gentlemen, if you please. Let us 
examine the facts: a licentiate in the ministry was employed to 
preach in his pulpit, and after a proper time of trial, was elected 
and ordained as pastor over the vacant church and congrega- 
tion. A great revival of religion took place in consequence of 
these events, and more than one hundred were taken from the 
thraldom of sin, and introduced into the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God. ‘The saints on earth rejoiced that the kmgdom of 
the Redeemer was enlarged, and that sinners were saved; the 
angels in heaven rejoiced over the returning and penitent children 
of Adam; and shall any one lament and be distressed, that the 
first incumbent was dismissed from his pastoral charge? If he 
had remained twenty years longer, there is no probability that 
he ever would have seen a revival of religion in his parish. Let 
us rejoice, then, that he was dismissed, and that one was settled 
in his room who preached Christ Jesus and him crucified, and 
who laboured during the week as well as on the Sabbath, in 
such a manner as to call down on his people the blessing from 
on high, even life forevermore. 

As a second instance, | will take the liberty of relating some 
facts which took place in a neighbouring state. Over a large 
and respectable congregation, of between three and four hun- 
dred families, a young man wassettled inthe ministry, several years 
ago, under circumstances, in the view of the public, uncommonly 
promising for usefulness in the service of the Lord Jesus. His at- 
tainments were greater than those of his companions of the same 
age, and the vigour of his mind was of such a character as to in- 
sure successin any undertaking which he determined to accomplish. 
His people loved him, and the Simeons and Annas were praying 
for the blessing of heaven to attend his labours. Year after year 
rolled on, and his celebrity increased, not only in his own neigh- 
bourhood, but in distant towns and counties. Notwithstanding 
these favourable circumstances, very few of the impenitent were 
converted. The sheep who had wandered, continued scattered 
upon the mountains, and many of them were lost ; only now and 
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then a solitary individual being brought back to the fold of Christ. 
In several congregations in the vicinity, sinners were seen crowd- 
ing into the kingdom of the Redeemer, as a cloud, and as doves 
to their windows, but in his, no peculiar attention was excited. 
In the course of Providence, this man had a call to go to a dis- 
tant part of the country, and his people lamented that the Lord 
had frowned upon them, and taken away their minister. What 
shall we say? Was it a frown from heaven? Let the events 
which followed declare. After a time, another pastor was setiled 
uver the people; a revival of religion was granted, and in less 
than a year one hundred and fifty were added to the church. 
Are these frowns? Oh that the Lord would frown in this man- 
ner on every society and church in our country. Are these 
frowns? ‘They excite the triumphant songs of praise and gratu- 
lation in the realms of glory. 


Connecticut, Jan. 1, 1824. A Frienp to Ministers. 


[It was not until this article was thus far in type, that we were apprised 
of the necessity of dividing it. We hope the writer will deem this a suffi- 


cient apology for the unintentional division of his paper. It will be con- 
cluded in our next.] 


(To be concluded in our next.) 








Review. 


Evangelical Review of Modern Genius ; or, Truth and Error 


contrastel. By Mrs. Smmon. New-York, D. A. Borrenstein, 
1823. l2mo. pp. 116. 


The present age is unexampled in the history of man for mo- 
ral and intdlectual activity. ‘There may have been periods which 
could boast of individuals more distinguished than any at the 
present day for efforts of genius, or labours of benevolence ;— 
periods when a Homer struck the harp of poetry to notes too 
bold and lofty ever to be equalled ;—when a Demosthenes rose 
in the might of an overwhelming eloquence, or an Aristotle reared 
the throne of intellectual despotism over the philosophical 
world ; or when a Paul, with a zeal that never cooled, and a pa- 
tience that was never exhausted, traversed sea and land, and met 
danger, toil, and suffering, to extend the blessings of Christianity 
to all the families of men. But never was the whole Christian, 


literary, and civilized werld, in a state of so eager and intense 
activity. Every where we see the human mind busy—busy ei- 
ther in promoting the interests of truth, of virtue, and benevo- 
lence, or in abetting the cause of error, vice, and misanthrophy. 
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The restless and enterprising spirit of the present age has left 
scarcely a single province of philosophy unexplored, or a soli- 
tary department of literature unattempted. It has wandered 
over arid sands, beneath a tropical sun, and shivered amid moun- 
tains of polar ice. It has revived the tales of chivalry, and re- 
called the legends of the dark ages. It has analysed the flowers 
of the valley; it has decomposed the rocks of the mountains ; 
it has subjected the very air which we breathe to the ordeal of 
its unrelenting scrutiny, and dug into the earth to ascertain its 
age, and learn the history of its growth. Poetry has sang of 
every thing, from the ghosts of superstition to the perpetrations 
of piracy; while the genius of fiction seems to have combined 
in the novels with which the world has been inundated, all the 
images of vice and virtue, of generosity and baseness, that ever 
existed in reality, or flitted across the field of fancy. Of all 
these departments, that of polite literature has perhaps been the 
most productive. Works of taste and fiction have been multi- 
plied so fast, that it would have been rather a laborious task to 
read over the title-pages of them all as they came from the press. 
The productions of a single novelist have come before the public 
in so rapid succession, that reviewers have been obliged to notice 
them by the dozen ; and they have already become so numerous, 
that they alone would form no small library for a common man. 

This intellectual activity, however, has been productive of 
some evil. ‘The nineteenth century has not, indeed, produced 
a Hume, a Voltaire, or a Rosseau, but the productions of a host 
of its poets, novelists, and editors of periodical journals, have 
been either of a dubious character, or decisively pernicious in 
their tendency. A very small portion, indeed, of the literary 
works of the present day have been devoted to the interests of 
virtue, religion, and Christian philanthropy. ‘The novels which 
have been poured forth from Scotland, with so astonishing an 
exuberance, and which have gained the admiration of the world, 
though designed to please a Christian community, are fitted to 
exert an unfavourable influence on the moral and Christian cha- 
racter. Most of the popular poetry of the day is of an infidel 
or licentious cast. Every one knows that the noble author who 
is placed, by the general sufirages of critics and readers, at the 
head of contemporary poets, is a sceptic in sentiment, a libertine 
in practice, and, if we may judge from his writings, a bitter 
misanthrope. The lyric poet of the day—the poet whose amo- 
rous songs must be in the parlours of the fashionable, and conned 
by heart, and sung, and played by the lady of the piano-forte— 
the poet whose rich and vivid imagination throws a halo of glory 
around every object it touches, and the melody of whose verse 
enchants, like the harp of Orpheus—has been branded, and 
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justly too, with the appellation of “ the licentious Anacreon of 
his age.” 

The fact is undeniable—and all that remains for the Christian 
philanthropist, is to search for an effectual antidote to the slow 
but deadly poison that is thus corroding and cankering the very 
vitals of virtue and religion. It would be impossible, perhaps, 
to destroy the power of these popular works over congenial 
minds. But their baneful influence on the Christian community 
may be resisted. Let the respectable periodical publications, 
both religious and literary, which exert so much power over 
public sentiment, sit in judgment as Christian critics on these ob- 
noxious works, develope their principles, and expose their so- 
phistry, their infidel spirit, and their licentious tendency. The 
Christian public could then perceive their real character ; and 
though they might dazzle by the coruscations of genius, though 
they might be decorated with the ornaments of fancy, and en- 
riched with the treasures of learning, the heart of virtue and 
piety would find, beneath the shield of its own principles, a safe 
retreat from their insidious and seductive influence. 

The task, however, of thus criticising these works would be 
very difficult. A puny moralist, or a querulous, sermonizing 
poet, could not perform it with success. 


*“ Alas! leviathan is not so tamed.” 


It requires the arm of a Hercules to crush the Hydra. It calls 
for men of giant powers of intellect, profound in their learning, 
and popular in their style; men who could meet the literary 
champions of the day on a common arena, and cope with them 
successfully, in strength of argument, in elegance of diction, in 
extent aud accuracy of research; men who could unravel the 
gordian knot of sophistry, and strip vice and error of all the 
charms which taste, and genius, and learning, can throw around 
them. 

It seems to be the object of the little work now under review, 
to weigh the popular productions of the age in the balance of 
Christian morality, and to contrast popular error with truth, as it 
comes pure and simple from the fountain of Christianity. For 
this purpose, its author selects, as the subjects of animadversion, 
some of the most celebrated poets of the age, and after arraigning 
them before the tribunal of poetical criticism, she presses on to 
the “ contrast of truth and error” in a variety of forms. 

We will give our readers an opportunity of judging for them- 
selves of the manner in which she has executed her design.— 
Scott, the bard of the North, comes first under review, on whom, 
after a few allusions to the subjects of his popular poems, we find 
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the following lines, just enough in sentiment, but quite unpoetical 
in expression :— 


‘* For, sooth to say, there’s many a wight, 
Of those that would be deem’d polite, 
Who cries, enraptur’d—a fancy so bright 
Should in pity to mortals demand no respite ; 
Yet ’tis whisper’d by those who let reason decide, 
ee by truth, its infallible guide !) 
he froth of the billow was never so light.” 


The extract which follows, contains a common, but very beauti- 
ful sentiment :— 


‘¢Go! climb the Heathen muses’ mountain, 
Drink inspiration from their fountain ; 
Go rifle all their fabled bowers, 
And weave a wreath of classic flowers ; 
What boots it that the garland’s fair— 
That nature’s sweetest gifts are there, 
If doomed the branded brow to grace 
Of Heros, scourges of their race ? 
Should myrtle, rose, and laurel scion, 
In nature’s peaceful calm delighting, 
Bloom on the ruthless wolf and lion, 
Nor shrink from passion’s tempest, blighting ? 
A transitory blush—and then— 
It withers from the brand of Cain. 


‘‘ Was genius, hallowed gift of heaven, 
To sanction sin and folly given ?”’ 


And this, on Moore :— 


** Oh! would each link were rent apart 
That fetters thine immortal mind, 
That lures from truth thy wayward heart, 
Where many a latent ill is shrin’d ; 
Each power, each talent form’d anew, ~ 
Should then a loftier fame pursue ; 
Should kindle into sacred seng, 
And pour the giver’s praise along.” 


Crabbe passes next in review, of whom our author gives the fol- 
lowing character: 


‘* Nor simple annals of the village train, 
Nor records of the poor, dost thou disdain ; 
Thy muse affects not fashion’s gaudy scenes, 
But seeks pure nature where alone she reigns. 
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Harsh be they, who thy muse would blame ; 
Unjust, who would withhold thy fame : 
Reason assents to prize the few 

To truth and reason’s dictates true : 

To such she grants the title, rational, is due.” 


Next comes Campbell, one of the sweetest and loveliest of mo- 
dern poets, and one who surely ought not to be put down by the 
side of Moore and Byron :— 


‘«¢ And string anew to Hope each deep-ton’d chord— 
Catch the rapt prophet’s soul-inspiring art ; 

Touch, for thou canst, those chords that move the heart ; 
With heaven’s own theme thy sweetest numbers join— 
Love, theme of heaven, is ours—its voice be thine : 
Resume that hallow’d path by saints once trod, 

Restore to light the long-deserted road— 

Throw hence profane old rubbish, burn it round— 
Errors of time remove from sacred ground.” 


Upon Southey are the following lines :— 


‘¢ Thine is a strange discordant strain, 
Grim is the muse that haunts the slain— 
Harsh brazen war her mood delights ; 
Triumphal and sepulchral rites. 


** Let carnage heaps that strew th’ ensanguin’d plain 
Give nerve and rapture to thy martial strain, 
Paint Aceldama’s field where armies stood, 

Then left the soil polluted with their blood— 
Show /irst the martial ranks in proud array, 

And then their prostrate heaps of ghastly clay. 
Widows and orphans, bid their hearts be glad, 
Each sire and husband fell in glory’s bed. 

Where the poor flock of slaughter fall a prey, 
Whose shepherds sell, and whose possessors slay, 
Yet hold themselves not guilty—hover thou ; 
With laurel wreath to bind each clay-cold brow.” 


From the remarks of our poetess on Byron, we have given some 
extracts ina former number. Our readers may, however, be 


gratified with the following lines on Cowper, “ the poet of Chris- 
tianity,” taken from the same piece :— 


‘* Truth hath immortaliz’d one poet’s page, 
That bard who liv’d to consecrate his age— 
Left their philosophy to owls behind, 

And gave bright Truth an undivided mind. 
He was a Christian Bard ; on Cowrer’s tongue, 
Enamour’d of his voice, persuasion hung : 
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He prob’d each specious art, each fraud explor’d, 
By the keen edge of Heaven’s resistless Word— 
With hand unerring, and with heart as true, “ 
From that full quiver, forth his shafts he drew. 
The foolish feather’d arrows satire flings, 

Alas ! are pow’rless and unheeded things ; 
Unstricken Error mocks the idle toil, 

As from his brazen sides the shafts recoil. 


‘‘ From fashion’s sightless herd, the bard withdrew. 
Nor once look’d back to bid that world adieu ; 

But ere he plann’d, he reckon’d by what power— 
Then on the ‘* Rock of Ages’’ rais’d his tower ; 

A lofty watch-tower, from whose sacred height 
Futurity’s dark scenes are brought to sight. 


The fugitive pieces which follow the review of modern genius, 
and which form the contrast of truth and error, are didactic, 
poetical essays, on a variety of subjects, suggested seemingly by 
a pious heart, but clothed in rather careless drapery, and thrown 
together without much exactness of judgment, or propriety of 
arrangement. From these we can make only the following ex- 
tract, which breathes the spirit of the wife of a Jewish Mis- 
sionary :— 


‘** From heaven’s wide-open’d windows shall I pour, 
Grateful to thirsty lands, my latter shower ; 
From heaven’s wide-open’d treasures shall I give 
More than can widest, largest wish conceive— 
More blessing than earth’s bosom can receive. 
My Spirit resting on you, shall be given— 

Israel] restored ’mid shaking earth and heaven. 
Each nation shall unwonted terrors feel ; 

The trembling earth shall to her centre reel ; 
But bright’ning shall appear, on tempest’s brow, 
My pledge of peace, this fear-dispelling bow !— 
In glory shall this latter house increase, 

From thence established everlasting peace— 
Nations call’d from afar, shall gladly hear 

Glad tidings of salvation sounded near : 

Hebrew and Heathen shall, with one accord, 
Rebuild lov’d Zion—Holy to the Lord.” 


From the extracts which we have given, our readers will be 
able to form their own opinion of the merits of the work before 
us. We would not speak disparagingly of its merits, nor will 
truth permit us to say all that we could wish to say in its favour. 
It breathes throughout a spirit of fervent piety and active bene- 
volence, worthy of a Watts and a Cowper, and it contains some 
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just strictures on the popular poets of the present day, and many 
excellent sentiments on a variety of subjects, which are deeply 
interesting to the pious and benevolent. Although we suspect 
our author not to be very thuroughly acquainted with the works 
of the master-spirits whom she reviews, or unable to appreciate 
their poetical merits ; although the collection is quite miscella- 
neous, the versification not very smooth and flowing, and the 
whole destitute of that deep-toned and glowing inspiration 
which kindles on every page of genuine poetry, we recommend 
the volume to the candid attention of the Christian public, not 
doubting but they will be gratified with perusing a production of 
the wife of a Jewish Missionary, that they will sympathise with 
her feelings of compassion for the long-lost and suffering chil- 
dren of Israel, and by patronising her poem, contribute to the 


promotion of that cause to which she has consecrated her talents 
and her life. 
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It affords us great pleasure to be able to lay before our readers the following in- 
formation, extracted from “Israel’s Advocate” for the present month. The plan 
for the settlement has received much attention from the board, and we hope it will 
meet public approbation. 

Our friends will learn with pleasure, from the following pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Directors of the American Society, at 
their regular monthly meeting, January 27, 1824; that their de- 
liberations have come to a point, as to the plan of their future 
operations. Their intention is to purchase, for the present, a 
few thousand acres of land, say from 4 to 6000, as the site of the 





. intended Jewish settlement ; and as a preparatory step to this, and 


that no delays may take place in the consummation of their views, 
they intend to procure, immediately, near this city, a place of re- 
ception for those Jewish brethren who may seek the blessings of 
civil and religious liberty on our shores. The details of the fol- 
lowing plan are applicable only to the large settlement. Where 
that may yet be located is uncertain. But of this our friends may 
rest satisfied, that abundance of excellent land can be obtained, 
suited to the purpose; and that the intelligence and caution of 
our land committee, will secure a judicious purchase, both as re- 
spects the quality and the price. And in respect to the location, 
we have one favour to ask of the public, once for all; which is, 
that they will believe no reports on the subject, which are not ei- 
ther authorized by the board, or extracted from their paper. 
Some time since, we are informed it was publicly announced, that 
we had purchased 20,000 acres of land near Plattsburgh; and 
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more recently a valued correspondent at Boston, informs us, that 
the papers announced a purchase near Ballston Spa. Lands 
have indeed been offered us near both those places ; but no pur- 
chase has yet been made. And we hope that the incorrectness 
of these reports, will teach our friends to place no reliance upon 
any thing they hear on this subject which has not the official 
sanction of the board. Whenever a purchase is made, the public 
will be informed of it in Israel’s Advocate. 

And now, as the Christian public are definitely informed in the 
following report adopted by the board, of their plans and purpo- 
ses, we hope they will feel the necessity of renewed zeal and ex- 
ertion on behalf of the dispersed of Israel. 

Land suited to the purposes of the intended settlement, will 
probably cost from 3 to 5 dollars per acre. On thé supposition 
then, of a purchase of 5000 acres, several thousand dol will 
be required to enable the board to commence their operations free 
of embarrassment, and to conduct them afterward in a manner 
suited to the magnitude and importance of the object. And they 
feel a confidence in the success of their appeal to their numerous 
friends and auxiliaries, for the necessary resources. They have 
only, in concert, and with perseverance, to cast each, their mite into 
the treasury of the Lord; and they may see, what the eye of 
every believer is longing for, the dawn of millenial glory—may 
see the Jews brought in with the fulness of the Gentile nations. 


REPORT. 


The committee appointed to devise a plan for a settlement of Jew- 
ish converts, under the superintendance of the American Society for 
Meliorating the Condition of the Jews, submit the following Report ; 
viz :— 

The subject referred to them has been found, by your committee, 
one of great difficulty and importance. In the developement of a 
plan, they have been embarrassed by the raised expectations of the 
public ; the conflicting opinions of some of our wisest and best 
friends ; and the novelty of the undertaking itself—which affording 
none of the lights of experience, left each one to his own judgment, 
as to the nature, extent, and management of the contemplated set- 
tlement. And if these difficulties have been found so formidable, on 
the part of those who have given much time and reflection to the 
consideration of the subject, and who have been habitually conver- 
sant with the transactions of the society, we feel assured that our 
friends at a distance, to whose minds these difficulties have not been 
presented in all their details, will make due allowances for that 
delay which has hitherto apparently marked our operations. 

1. The first plan which presented itself for consideration, was 
that of an extensive colony in the interior of the state of New-York. 
That the board have had some such plan in contemplation, appears 
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from their issuing proposals for the purchase of several thousand 
acres of land, and the appointment of committees to explore certain 
tracts which had been offered to them. ‘These measures were re- 
commended by our distinguished friend and correspondent, the 
Count Von der Recke, and they were not only well intended, but the 
time and money expended on them, show, that the board have paid 
due respect to the suggestions of foreign correspondents, and the ex- 
pectations of the Christian public at home; and that they have not 
been inattentive to the important interests intrusted to their super- 
intendance. Nor will the time which has elapsed, the money which 
has been expended in exploring lands, and the deference which has 
been paid to the expectations of the public, be considered as wasted, 
if the board have thereby obtained information which will justify 
the abandonment of measures thus recommended, and thus grand and 
extensive, 

In the opinion of your committee the plan of such a colony ought 
to be abandoned ; 

1. As too expensive. The purchase of such a tract of land as 
was originally contemplated, would require a sum not less than 75,000 
dollars. This, with the expense of transporting emigrants from the 
sea-board to the settlement ; the erection of suitable buildings for 
their accommodation ; and the provision of means indispensable to 
their support, would require far greater resources than the parent 
institution, with the aid of her numerous auxiliaries, can reasonably 
expect to command. The consequence would be, that the exertions 
of the board would be paralized by pecuniary embarrassment; the 
extensive tracts which we should have no means to cultivate, would 
present a sickly prospect to the benevolent eye ; and when finally 
compelled to sell the greatest part of the purchase, we would have 
to do it either at a sacrifice ; or at an advance which would expose 
us to the charge of speculation. 

2. As unnecessary. The warmest friend to any plan of meliora- 
ting the condition of the Jews, does not suppose, that in many pros- 
pective years, converts will come to our shores in such numbers as 
to require the occupancy of 15 or 20,000 acres of land: or if they 
should, that any considerable portion of them would be prepared by 
inclination, or previous habits, to engage in agricultural pursuits. 

Abandoning, therefore, all idea of recommending to the board any 
plan which contemplates the purchase of so much land, your committee 
next turned their attention to the plan of amalgamation ; or of indu- 
cing the converts to mingle indiscriminately with our fellow-citi- 
zens and fellow-christians, both in church and state. 

This has been recommended to the board, and referred to your 
committee in a valuable communication from one of our distinguished 
Vice-Presidents,* addressed to our venerable President: acommuni- 
cation, manifesting that interest in the Jews, which might have been 
expected from the acknowledged piety of its author ; and abound- 


* Rev. Dr. Livingston, Professor of the Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Datch Church in North America. 
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ing with the good sense, and the practical wisdom, of age, of talent, 
and of experience. The board are under great obligation to their 
venerable Vice-President for turning his attention to this important 
subject; and your committee regret that they cannot consider the de- 
tails of his plan as coming within the compass of the views of the board, 
or the constitution and law of incorporation under which they act. 

The plan of amalgamation would, in the opinion of your com- 

mittee, render the existence of a society for meliorating the condition 
of the Jews unnecessary, and their operations nugatory. The 
whole land, and the whole American Church is already before the 
descendants of Abraham; and if they come among us, who will harm 
them if they be followers of that which is good? In the eloquent 
language of our venerable Vice-President, in the communication 
referred to your committee: ‘‘Every foot of ground within our boun- 
daries is consecrated to liberty. Every part is equally sacred to 
the honest emigrant, whoever he may be, Jew or Gentile. The 
moment he lands upon our blessed shores he is safe. A broad and 
impenetrable shield covers him. Our cities, towns, villages, neigh- 
bourhoods, are all before him : in all, in every place, he is equally 
protected, he is amply comforted. Without any distinction of race, 
of tongue, or religion, he is every where welcome, and always 
secure. None will injure him, nor any presume to make him 
afraid.” The rich among them, if they give a preference to our 
free constitution, can, without societies like ours, locate among us 
where they please, and be admitted, equally with emigrants from 
other nations, to the rights and immunities of citizens. But how 
are the poor among them to get here, even if they are so disposed ? 
What direction and encouragement could be given them on their 
arrival by a board of managers of any society, which could not be 
given by any pious and judicious individual ?_ What individual could 
spare the time and expense, or would incur the responsibility of 
looking for domestic accommodations, and providing suitable em- 
ployment for them ?—What is every bodies business is nobody’s 
business ; and we cannot hope to induce converts to come among 
us, on the vague prospect of amalgamating with us, unless some- 
thing tangible and visible is presented to their minds, which will 
afford them at least temporary accommodation, employment, and 
support, for themselves and families. Let them ultimately, or as 
soon after their arrival as practicable, amalgamate with our citizens, 
and enjoy our distinguished civil and religious privileges : But let 
them, on their arrival, have an asylum, where they can at once en- 
joy the means of temporal support and religious instruction ; and 
whence they can look, if they are so disposed, for a more perma- 
nent and profitable place of abode. 

Your committee are therefore in favour of a middle course ; of 
some plan which, while in its operation and results it may conduce 
to the amalgamation of the Jewish converts with our fellow citizens 
and fellow christians, will, in the mean time, meet the expectations 
of our christian friends in Europe, satisfy the advocates of coloni- 
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zation among ourselves ; come within the means of our society te 
accomplish ; be suited to the taste and habits of the Jewish converts, 
and furnish them, at least for a ‘season, religious instruction and 
temporal support. 

The plan devised by the committee and hereby recommended to 
the Board of Directors, is as follows, viz : 


PLAN. 


I. The object of the society is, to invite and receive, from any 
part of the world, such Jews as do already profess the Christian 
religion, or are desirous to receive Christian instruction, to form 
them into a settlement, and to furnish them with the ordinances of 
the gospel, and with such employment in the settlement as shall be 
assigned them. 

Il. The Jews who come to the settlement are to be principally 
employed in agricultural and mechanical operations. 

Ill. In order to facilitate this object, the Board shall procure as 
much land as will afford a site for the necessary buildings, and the 
contemplated mechanical and agricultural operations. 

IV. In order to afford the emigrants suitable religious instruction, 
a minister of the gospel shall be procured by the Board, whose duty 
it shall be to act as the general superintendant of the settlement. 

V. A schoolmaster shall be provided, to teach the children and 
youth such branches of the different sciences as may fit them for 
becoming intelligent, respectable, and useful members of society. 

VI. Theological instruction shall be provided in the settlement 
for such youth of piety and talent among the Jewish converts, as it 
may be deemed expedient to have qualified for becoming ministers 
of the gospel or missionaries. 

VII. On the contemplated settlement, a farm shall be stocked, 
and furnished with suitable implements of husbandry. The pro- 
duce of the farm shall be considered common stock for the support 
of the different members of the settlement; and an experienced 
farmer shall be placed thereon to manage its concerns. 

Vill. All the members of the settlement are to be considered as 
a band of brethren, governed by the laws of our Divine Redeemer, 
and associated together for the purpose of aiding each other in the 
concerns of the life that now is, and of that which is to come ; and 
if any of the emigrants should act inconsistently with their profes- 
sion, the Board reserve to themselves the right, at any time, te 
remove them ; lest by their improper conduct they should corrupt 
the morals of the other members of the settlement. 

The committee have not entered into the details of the internal 
regulations of the settlement. Many of these must necessarily be 
left to circumstances and experience. They have contented them- 
selves with submitting a general plan, which may form the basis of 
future operation, and which may be expanded and improved, as the 
necessities of our Jewish brethren may require, and the means of 
the society will warrant. And to carry this plan into effect, your 
committee recommend the following resolutions, viz : 
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ist. Resolved, that the land committee—consisting of Daniel 
Boardman, Ebenezer Burrill, Lebbeus Loomis, R. Milford Blatch- 
ford, and Peter W. Radcliff, Esqrs. together with the Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Macauley, be directed to prosecute their inquiries for a 
suitable tract of land for the location of the contemplated settle- 
ment. 

9d. Whereas some time may elapse before the purchase of the 
site for the ultimate settlement of emigrants, 

Resolved, that Messrs. John R. Murray, Daniel Boardman, Peter 
W. Radcliff, Ebenezer Burrill, and R. Milford Blatchford, Esqrs. 
be a committee with powers to procure, near this city, a place for 
THE RECEPTION of such Jews as may from time to time come to this 
country, where accommodations shall be provided for them, as one 
family, at the expense of the society ; and whence, at their option, 
they may locate on our agricultural establishment, or engage else- 
where, in any employment under the auspices of the Board. 

3d. Resolved, that the Foreign Secretary be directed to transmit 
to Count Von der Recke a copy of the foregoing plan, and to re- 
quest him to act as the agent of this Board in Germany, in communi- 
cating information of the plan adopted by the Board ; ascertaining the 
names, numbers, and circumstances, of Jews who may wish to come 
to the settlement ; forming societies to defray the expenses of the 
emigrants in coming to America ; and generally calling the attention 
of the religious public in Germany to the objects of our Society. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
New- York, January, 1824 


IRELAND.—uome missions. : 

A gentleman has just put into our hands the “ fourth report 
of the Home Mission of the Presbyterian Synod of Ireland, 
formed to propagate the Gospel in the south and west of that 
country.” We read the report with great pleasure, and among 
other remarks, made in the, margin with a pencil, the following, at 
the conclusion, particularly arrested our attention—“ Could we 
[| Americo-Hibernians] not help them by an auxiliary to their 
home mission? Such a cause is worthy of our assistance in the 
beginning of 1824.” We respond, it is worthy of your assist- 
ance. The large accessions which the population of the United 
States have received by the emigration of Irishmen and their 
families, renders interesting to us whatever affects the moral cha- 
racter of their native land. This consideration alone would in- 
duce us to notice frequently those institutions whose aim is the 
diffusion of knowledge in Ireland. Some of these institutions 
are indigenous, and a number of them are established in Eng- 
land and Scotland, which, during the last twenty years, have 
made considerable advances in their object. Ireland, however, 
still presents a melancholy picture to those who believe that 


“ Righteousness exalteth a nation ;” and that “ Sin is a reproach 
C. Heratp, No. 243. 12 
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to any people ;” and how could a portion of those good things, 
with which her sons who reside in this country have been 
blessed, be better applied than to aid them by an auxiliary to the 
“ home mission 2” ‘Those of them who reside here require not 
our aid to exhibit to them the moral dearth of their native land, 
but we would earnestly recommend them to consider well on the 
hint which one of their number has thrown out in the above quo- 
tation. 

The population of Ireland in 1821 was 6,846,949: proba- 
bly three fourths of this number are Roman Catholics, and next 
to them the Presbyterians, who reside principally in the northern 
provinces, are the most numerous, 

The report before us is said to have been written by the Rev. 
D. Stuart, now theological tutor in the academy of the “ Irish 
Evangelical Society” of Dublin. The appendix contains a cir- 
cular letter addressed to the congregations of the Synod, drawn 
up in a masterly manner by the same pen, and calculated to 
awaken a deep interest in the cause of Christ’s kingdom. We 
would remark, by the Way, that the “ Irish Evangelical Society” 
is founded upon the most Catholic principles—of three students 
(all Irishmen) admitted to the privileges of their seminary last 
year, one is a Presbyterian, one an Episcopalian, and the other 
- Independent. They will be prepared to preach in the native 

rish. 

The “home mission” have stations at Drogheda, Collon, 
Slane, Cavan, Lisbellaw, Tympo, Trillick, Emaroo, Donegal, 


and Castleblaney. The receipts during the year were £659 2s. 
114d. Trish. 
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Ausiliary. New-York Bible and Common Prayer Book Society. 


The Eighth Annual Meeting of the Society was held in St. Paul’s Chapel, on 


Ee anuary 26th, 1824, William E. Dunscomb, Esq. senior Vice-President, in 
the chair. 


The Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Managers was read by Mr. Floyd 
Smith. Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, the Rev. Jonathan M. Wainright, D.D. and 


- Rev. Henry J. Feltus, D. D. addressed the meeting upon offering the usual reso- 
ations. 


The 8th Report of the Society commences with expressions of con- 
gratulations for the increasing usefulness of the institution, derived from 
an enlargement of its means, the attachment of its old supporters, and the 
acquisition of new friends. At the last anniversary a sermon was 
preached in its behalf by the Rev. George Upfold, M. D. Rector of St. 
Luke’s, when the collection amounted to 279 dollars 12 and a half cents, 
“ 50 dollars of which was in a single bill.’ The balance in hand, at 
the close of last year, was 116 dollars 58 cents. The efficient means 
adopted by the Treasurer enabled him to collect of the outstanding dues, 
which have been accruing for three or four years, 290 dollars, so that the 
receipts during the year amounted to 765 dollars 62 cents. Of this sum 
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175 dollars have been placed to the account of the “ Permanent Fund,”’ 
which, including the interest up to January 26, 1824, now amounts to 
652 dollars 13 cents. The balance in the Treasury is 236 dollars G 
cents., but to discharge the present obligations will require 63 dollars 94 
cents more than that sum. The property of the Society consists of a set 
of stereotype Bible plates and the Book of Common Prayer, and 270 
copies of the Prayer Book. The gratuitous distribution for the past year 
amounts to 500 Bibles, and 1750 Prayer Books, valued at 950 dollars. 
The sales for the same period were 2,500 Prayer Books, valued at 750 
dollars. 

We would mention that the Society’s prices are, for Bibles 85 cents, 
and- for Prayer Books 30 cents. A life subscription to the Society is 25 
dollars. Annual members pay not less than 2 dollars. 

Subscriptions and donations thankfully received by Mr. FLoyp Smttn, 
Treasurer, 182 Broadway. 

Donations of Prayer Books have been made to Sunday Schools, Or- 
phan Asylum, Mariner’s Church, United States’ Navy, and in various 
parts of the United States, and have been received with many evidences 
of gratitude. 

We have been requested to extract the conclusion of the report, which 
we shall do; and having expressed our opinion on the same subject, 
on a former occasion, we shall add no further remark at present ; except, 
to state that since the Society was organized, the price of Prayer Books 
has been reduced to less than one half their former price. 


Having exhibited what we hope will be considered a satisfactory and exhilarat- 
ing account of our stewardship during the past year, in the ordinary course of 
things, we should have no other duties to perform, but torender the homage of 
our gratitude to a beneficent Providence for its favourable operations in our be- 
half, and to surrender our authority, with our report, into the hands of our consti- 
tuents, But there are yet some subjects which claim our attention; and the more 
imperiously, from the unprovoked attempts which have been made to mislead the 
public mind in relation to the mode of our distributions, 

It has been asserted, and by those, too, who should have blushed to. make the 
declaration, that in our distributions, as well as in the principle of our organiza- 
tion, we combined with the Bible the Book of Common Prayer. The language of 
our reports has been construed to support this assertion against the clearest evi- 
dence to the contrary. And again, as inconsistently as unjust, we have been ac- 
cused of bending att our efforts to the distribution of the Prayer Book. That we 
have distributed many more Prayer Books than Bibles, is a fact as readily admitted 
as it can be satisfactorily accounted for. But that we have ever acted upou any 
other principle, than that of supplying with freedom and liberality the demands 
upon us for those books, either together or separately, as they were required by the 
applicant, is utterly denied. Nor have we ever, in any instance, made it a condi- 
tion, that in giving a Bible, it should be accompanied by a Prayer Book. This 
declaration is unnecessary to all who know our practice, or the principles on whiclr 
we have acted, and can only be of advantage to those who have disingenuously at- 
tributed to us improper views, or who, with lamentable ignorance of our afiairs, 
have assumed the right of judging our motives, The copious sources of supply 
which are open to the public, have limited the demand upon our Society for the Bi- 
ble; while the fact of its being the principal one in this Diocese for the distribution 
of the Prayer Book, has tended to increase the demand upon us for that book. 
Again, it must be borne in mind, that if the funds of the Society were equally di- 
vided, and severally appropriated, our distributions of Prayer Books, to that of the 

Bible, would be nearly as three to one ; the cost of three Prayer Books being ¥0 
cents, that of a Bible such as we distribute 85 cents. And, again, if it were true, 
as has been suggested, that Episcopalians were doubtful of their own tenets—have 
not their opponents sufficiently answered their own objection, when they say, that 
* 
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we insist upon the Bible and Prayer Book accompanying each other? What 
stronger proof could we give of our belief, that the Prayer Book will stand the 
test, to which, according to their assertion, we thus expose it? Had we sought to 
avoid the cayils of those who consider Bible and Prayer Book Societies as op- 
posed to Bible Societies, by constituting our’s a Prayer Book Society only, would 
we not have encountered the greater, and more tenable objection, that we had 
abandoned the Bible, and substituted the Prayer Book in its place? We appeal to 
all Churchmen, whether they will yield their interest in a Society for distributing 
the Prayer Book—and we ask them, as Christians, whether they will refuse to al- 
low the Bible, the great charter of our hopes, to be distributed by the same Society ? 
That this Society was constituted with special reference to its promoting the great 
interests of religion, as connected with the extension and spiritual good of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church ; and that it has steadily pursued a system of measures 
calculated to effect that great and desirable object, none will deny. That it has 
done so to an immense extent, wil] ever constitute its true glory; but that it is op- 
posed to Bible Societies, or that it has ever restrained the free circulation of the 
Word of God, is as disingenuous to assert, as it evinces incurable prejudice to be- 
lieve. 

Confiding in the protection of Him whose cause we serve, we again boldly pre- 
sent our institution to the world as a Bible and Common Prayer Book Society ; 
and, while we ask from our opponents justice and candour, we solicit from our 
friends and the friends of our Church, the continuance of their patronage and. 
support. Respectfully submitted. 

January 26th, 1824. 


epee ae eee 
—— 


Notices and Acknowledaments. 


The length of the Report of the Committee on the Jewish 
settlement (which we did not expect for this number) has pre- 
cluded the “ Civil Retrospect,” and several other articles of in- 
telligence. Our readers have long expected the outlines of “ the 
plan of settlement,” and we preferred not to delay it. 


* B.;” *S.;” “ Observer,” and several other communica- 
tions are received. 


A Bethel Union Society has been formed at Portland, (Me.) 


We shall give the particulars in our next. 


iG The total disregard which many editors of religious news- 
papers pay to the duty of giving credit for the articles which they 
extract from this work, compels us to adopt the resolution to no- 
tice, hereafter, every infraction of this part of the Golden rule, 
“ Do unto others as you would that others should da unto you.” 
The proceedings of several societies in this city are usually first 
published in this Magazine ;—addresses are frequently reported 
for us at great expense, and we know of no good reason why an 
acknowledgment should not be made to this work for such arti- 
cles, as well as others. 
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“The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 
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THIRD ANNIVERSARY. 
(Concluded from page 64.) 


Fhe Rev. Mr. M’Cartee moved the second resolution, and made the 
following remarks : 


Mr. Presipent—I offer to you a motion on the subject of a Savings’ Bank for 
Seamen, and do so with a view of its importance, not only to their temporal, but to 
their spiritual interests. It is highly desirable that some means should be provided 
to enable them to treasure up some of their hard-earned wages, to meet the pres- 
sure of the many adversities to which they are liable. We can see and feel the 
need of an institution like this, in the painful appeals which are often made to aid 
the shipwrecked sailor, who has lost his all, or to preserve from absolute want his 
helpless family. 

But I view this as having an important bearing and influence on his moral and 
spiritual interests, and therefore I am anxious for its establishment. 

One of the great causes of immorality among sailors is the sudden influx of means 
to indulge in every vicious propensity, when they arrive from a voyage. After 
having been denied for months the use of money, they have at once put into their 
hands enough to supply all their necessary demands. The surplus, which they 
know not how to dispose of on proper objects, or where to treasure up for them- 
selves, becomes at once the temptation to sin, and the means of its indulgence. 
Before they commence a second voyage, the fruits of the first must be destroyed. 

Open for them a Savings’ Bank, and you will not only withdraw the temptation, 
and the means of its gratification, but you will also give a strong inducement to 
prudence in their expenditures, and self-denial in their desires. The opportunity 
of “laying up something for a stormy day” will create the hope, and the hope will 
excite the effort to accomplish so desirable an object. You will thus, in uniting 
their temporal and spiritual interests, gain much in your efforts to lead them to the 
knowledge and love of the truth. 

A Savings’ Bank would be no mean auxiliary to a Bethel Union. It will com- 
mend you, and your work, more to their hearts, and aid much in that most im- 
portant work of Christian benevolence, teaching men the way and the value of the 
throne of Grace. 

In my view, Sir, of the rank which seamen are to hold among the co-workers 
with God, in building up the kingdom of his dear Son, this is peculiarly important. 
In the very character of seamen, there is an aptness for Gospel work. Proverbially 
ardent, affectionate, liberal, candid, and faithful, he counts not the sacrifice—he 
pauses not at the danger, when the interests of his friend demand his efforts. So 
every age has found him ; all circumstances have moved him. 

Direct aright his affections ; point him to his best friend, “the Friend of Sin- 
ners ;”. woo and win his heart to the love of Jesus, and what, 1 ask, according to 


the character of the being, must be his bearing and influcnce on the interests of 
religion. 





Jesus Christ, when about to establish his kingdom, and to propagate his Gospel 
among men, chose seamen to be his first and most honoured disciples. We know, 
Sir, that for all his acts there is good and sufficient reason. Why then were fisher- 
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men first called to preach his Gospel? Doubtless he designed to show that his 
Gospel was not indebted for its success to human wisdom or power ; but cannot we 
also see an admirable adaptation of the means to the end? He employed agents, 
of appropriate character, for the work he designed to accomplish. Jt was arduous, 
dangerous, self-denying : they were of a class bold, impetuous, and generous, and 
forgetful of self even to a fault. 

In the efforts which Christians are making for evangelizing the world, it is 
strange that so long and so much they have forgotten the practical lesson on this 
subject their Master has taught us, by his example. 

With this fact before me, I can see and feel the force of the prophetic declara- 
tion concerning the introduction of the day of milleneal glory—when, in the order 
of time, and of importance among means, “ the ships of Tarshish” shall be “ first.” 

There is an additional consideration which shows the importance of evangelizing 
seamen. I mean their social influence. There is a class of society almost impene- 
trable by ordinary means, so far are they removed in morals, and manners, and 
habits, from the rest of the world, and so deeply are they tainted with profligacy 
and crime: yet they are exercising often an unhappy and powerful influence on 
seamen, and seamen on them. The influence is reciprocal. Let seamen bring 
into social life the power and purity of the Gospel of peace, and they will be a means 
of pure moral influence on a class important in themselves, in their influence, and 
in the difficulty of acting on them by other means. 

Sailors must also be important means in the wide spread of truth throughout the 
world. Not only will they convey the information of Christian effort and triumph 
from land to land, to kindle a holy emulation in the best of causes—but they are to 
be chosen vessels in conveying the “ fire from the altar,” from port to port, from 
clime to clime. They will bear with them the feelings, principles, hopes, encou- 
ragements, of Christians in one region, to excite and strengthen Christians in 
another. 

May we not reasonably expect results like these, when all shall sail under one 
flag, ‘The Bethel,” and under one Captain, Jesus Christ? We have facts already 
to prove that they can judge correctly, and feel deeply, on these subjects. Not 
many years: have passed since, in this city, as I was passing into one of our 
churches, I observed a friend, who was a sailor, standing at the door. ‘urn in, 
said 1, my dear fellow, “ the Captain keeps watch on deck to-night.” ‘ No,” was 
his reply ; “that wont suit me,” pointing to the minister, who was engaged in 
prayer. ‘‘ He don’t pray hard enough ; I have prayed harder myself, when there 
was only a plank between me and Davy Jones.” I could not doubt, after that, 
that sailors were accurate judges of the value of “ fervent prayer.” And this I 
find many facts to prove. In reading “the Swearer’s Prayer,’ almest a whole 
crew were converted toGod. The first language which burst from their lips, amid 
sighs and tears, was, as one turned to another, “Jack, suppose we hand up a 
prayer to Almighty God for fergiveness.'’ That prayer, Sir, for its point, fervency, 
and humility, deserves to be remembered ; it was, “OQ! Lord God, have mercy 
upon this poor, miserable, and cursed crew.” 

It is to aid men like these—to bring into action, upon Christian interests, means 
like these, that we offer a resolution for a Savings’ Bank for sailors ; and cherish 
the hope that the scene which the Agent for distributing Bibles, &c. on the Thames, 
witnessed, may be more than equalled on every river and every sea—“I saw, as I 
returned in the evening, four Bethel flags flying ; the bargemen rested a moment 
on their oars, and, froin the bosom of the wave, sailors’ voices, tarned to melody 
by the tenderness of sailors’ hearts, sung the sweet Gospel call, “‘ Come, ye sinners, 
poor and wretched, weak and wounded, sick and sore,” &e. 


The second resolution was moved by the Reverend Mr. M’Carrssg, of this 
city, and seconded by Jeremian Evarrs, Esquire, Secretary to the Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, who, in a short but expressive and ener- 
getic speech, congratulated the Society on the presentation of their third Annual 
Report, and the collection of so large and respectable an assembly to hear it. Such 
assemblies, he said, could not meet in vain. This was a meeting, not of one de- 


nomination of Christians only, but of many denominations, and with only one ob- 
ject; and that object was the good of our seafaring brethren—their temporal, as 
well as their spirtfual good, both of which ought to be consulted. He said that the 
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condition of seamen had been too long and criminally neglected. Mankind aré 
apt to be callous to the sufferings of others; and Christians have been too long 
indifferent to the sufferings to which sailors are, from their occupations and habits, 
peculiarly liable. We may truly say, “Verily we have been guilty concerning our 
brother.” However, he was glad to see that attention is now paid to the interests 
of our brother seamen ; but, above all, (said he,) “let us attend to their spiritual 
concerns. It has been truly said, that, as it is by means of sailors the Gospel must 
be carried over the world, they ought to be evangelized ; and I may safely add, 
that if they were, their personal influence would be very great indeed.” 

Most of the captains of vessels, who have visited the Sandwich Islands, have, in 


some form or other, countenanced and favoured Christian missions. Mr. Evarts 


here stated a fact respecting Captain De Koven, who sailed from this port, and, in 
the course of his voyage, spent 46 days at the Sandwich Islands. His arrival 
there was at a time when the countenance of a man of decided character was pe- 
culiarly important to the mission ; perhaps more so than at any other period. All 
the influence which could be expected from an intelligent friend to the moral and 
religious improvement of the islanders was cheerfully and constantly exerted by 
this accomplished navigator ; and he had the pleasure of receiving the grateful 
acknowledgement of the Missionaries, and their patrons at home, for his kind and 
generous conduct. 

Mr. Evarts added, that by the joint labours of Christians in general, without dis- 
tinction of sect or party, it is that Christians are brought to love each other, and 
the progress of Divine truth is best promoted. Let us go on, trusting in God for 
succour ; aud our Jabour shall not be in vain. 


Mr. David Brown, of the Cherokee nation, then rose, and spoke to 
the following effect : : 
Mr. Presipent—Before I offer the third resolution, which I hold in my hand, 


permit me to have the pleasure of saying one word of congratulation on this inte- 
resting occasion. J assure you, Sir, that I feel not a little gratified in witnessing 


‘the important transactions of this evening. 


A few years ago, when roamirfg in the western wilderness, little did I think that 
I should have the honour of attending the anniversary of the New-York Bethel 
Union: when attending war-dances on the banks of the Arkansaw, little did I 
imagine that I should have the pleasure of joining in a religious meeting for the 
benefit of seamen in the city of New-York. There is an ancient Indian maxim 
thus expressed, “‘ Tet-sa-ta-key-us-es-ti;” that is, “ Have compassion for each 
other :” but a pre-eminent injunction is to be found in the Christian religion, 
* Love thy neighbour as thyself.” 1 consider Christianity as surpassing all other 
systems of religion: pure in its nature, amiable in its form, it cannot fail to pro- 
duce glorious results. When properly received, Christianity is admirably calcu- 
lated to raise any vation from darkness, degradation, and wo, to the enjoyment of 
peace on earth, and to the attainment of infinite joys above. Yea! the mild in- 
fluence of Christianity will unite a Hottentot to a Pawnee, a Jew to a Mahometan, 
in bonds of everlasting love. The Gospel alone will eventually civilize all the 
nations of the earth ; and its influence universally impede the progress of vice, and 
hush the thunders of war, which have, for so many centuries, filled our world with 
consternation. 

And I hail, Sir, with peculiar interest, the beams of peace that now begin to 
dawn upon the red and white man of America; and [ rejoice that the time is al- 
ready come when the brave Indian warrior of North America, and the accom- 
plished navigator of the mighty deep, can unite with one voice in praise and adora- 
tion of God, their Saviour. 

I give you my hand, Sir, as a testimony of my high regard for this institution : 
may it continue to flourish, and receive the patronage of the benevolent, until on 
every sea shall be seen ships bearing the joyful news of salvation. 

This resolution was seconded by Peter Hawes, Esq. and passed unanimously. 
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96 Baltimore Bethel Union. 


_- Correspondents. 
A friend at Baltimore writes thus: “ I assure you the encou- 


ragements to perseverance [in the Bethel prayer meetings] with 
which we have been favoured, have neither been few nor small. 
he Seamen’s character appears to me to have been very 
unfairly estimated. ‘There are many persons who hazard the 
opinion that they are irreclaimable, but, in my judgment, the 
heart of a sailor presents a soil as well adapted to receive the 
seed of the word, and to bring forth the fruits of righteousness 
and true holiness, as those of any other portion of the commu- 
nity. His susceptibility is extreme. Ihave seen eight or ten 
hardy tars, at one of our meetings, affected to tears on hearing 
the story of the “ Widow’s son” read from the eighth volume 
of your Magazine, and several have been constrained to make 
the all-important inquiry, ‘“ what must I do to be saved.” 
Inclosed you have the copy of a characteristic epistle, left by 
a seaman for the Rev. Mr. fats who had officiated on board 
the ship “ Henry Clay.” Also an extract from the journal of 
our Bethel Flag, with similar extracts. You shall be furnished 
from time to timie, as opportunities occur to communicate any 
thing worthy of notice. ] 








, BALTIMORE BETHEL UNION CONSTITUTION, 

Article I—This Society shall be denominated “ The Seamen’s Union Bethel Se- 
ciely of Baltimore.” 

Article [I—The object of this Society shall be, to promote religious instruction 
among the Seamen in the Port of Baltimore, by having public worship celebrated 
each returning Lord’s day, in some place adapted to thelr accommodation, either 
on ship board, or on shore ;—to encourage and conduct prayer meetings among 
Seamen, and to distribute to them Bibles, Tracts, and other religious works. 

Article 1] —Every person subscribing one dollar annually shall be a member of 
this Society, and a centributor of ten dollars or upwards, at any one time, shall be 
a member for life. 

Article IV.—There shall annually be chosen, by the members of the Society, on 
the first Monday of May, in every year, from their own body, a President, four 
Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary, and thirty-six Directors. 

Article V—The said Directors shall be divided into committees of six each, whose 
duty it shall be to take charge for one week, in regular rotation, of the business of 
the association, to wit, to provide a preacher for the week, to visit vessels and else- 
where, in order to collect an auditory, to call meetings for prayer and attend them, 
to distribute Bibles, Tracts, &c. 

Article VI.—As soon as a sufficient number of subscribers are obtained to pay an 
annual salary to a stated Missionary, the officers of this Society shall elect, by ballot, 
a suitable person to act for them in that capacity, and a part of the duties imposed 
on the Directors by the preceding article, as far as relates to providing a preacher, 
shall consequently thenceforth cease and determine. 

Article VII—The meetings of the Managers shall be held quarterly, on the first 
Mondays in August, November, February, and May, when communications shall 
be made by the several committees, and by the Missionary when appointed. 

Article VIII—The May meeting shall be considered the annual meeting, when 
the Society shall be convened, and the proceedings of the past year reported, and 
the officers elected by ballot. 

Article [X.—The board may at all times fill its vacancies until the annual meet- 
ing. At any regular meeting of the Board six members shall constitute a quorum. 

James H. M’Culloch, Esq. President—Col. Thomas Tenant, Isaiah Mankin, 
Capt. Archibald Kerr, and Capt. Timothy Gardner, Vice-Presidents—James Brun- 
dige, Treasurer.—Orson Kellogg, Secretary. 





